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In a recent interview with Luis Alberto Alberran, of the Mexican daily EXCELSIOR (03/29/87),
armed forces chief of staff Gen. Adolfo Blandon criticized President Jose Napoleon Duarte for "the
polarization he is creating in the country." Nonetheless, said Blandon, Duarte can "count on" the
support of the military hierarchy. He added that without this support, "there would have been three
or four coups in the three years Duarte has been president." For Blandon, the confrontation between
Duarte and private business leaders is transcending "ethical limits," while the legislative boycott
by right-wing politicians "favors left-wing subversion." The military chief stated that the "greatest
danger" for the country at present derives from leftists in the military and political polarization.
When asked about conflicts within the military, Blandon stated that the refusal of certain generals
to retire was causing problems in terms of blocking normal promotions channels. On recent calls
for a military coup, Blandon said: "Those who argue that the army should control the government
are wrong...So are those who say that President Duarte has broken us and that we submit to him.
What is needed here is an enduring peace, and not a short-term one...[Certain officers] have caused
divisions in the armed forces, and could cause more. But their numbers are insignificant. I am not
worried...The armed forces will defend the democratization process as far as they can, including in
the event of the political right and businessmen using the legal concept of the right to rebel."
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